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Public Employees’  Retirement System of Mississippi

429 Mississippi Street ,  Jackson, MS 39201-1005 601.359.3589 800.444.PERS www.pers .ms .gov

October 28, 2022

Dear PERS Retiree:

The Public Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi (PERS) is seeking petitions for candidates to fill 
one of two retiree representative positions on the PERS Board of Trustees. The six-year term for this position 
will run from May 1, 2023, to April 30, 2029. Candidates must be a retired member receiving a retirement 
allowance from PERS. 

The Board of Trustees Candidate Nomination and Petition can be downloaded at www.pers.ms.gov. 

Election schedule: December 5, 2022 Deadline for receipt of nominations and petitions by PERS (5 p.m.)
 December 20, 2022 PERS Board certifies ballot at regularly scheduled meeting
 January 10, 2023 PERS mails ballots
 February 22, 2023 Deadline for receipt of ballots by PERS (5 p.m.)
 February 28, 2023 PERS Board certifies election results at regularly scheduled meeting

Runoff Schedule: March 17, 2023 PERS mails ballots for runoff
If necessary April 21, 2023 Deadline for receipt of ballots by PERS (5 p.m.)
 April 26, 2023 PERS Board certifies election results at regularly scheduled meeting

For further details about the election process, see PERS Board Regulation 17, Election of Members of 
the Board of Trustees of the Public Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi (www.pers.ms.gov). For 
questions, contact PERS Counsel and Policy Advisor Davetta Lee at 601-359-9516, 800-444-7377 ext. 9516, 
or dlee@pers.ms.gov.

Sincerely,
 

H. Ray Higgins, Jr.
Executive Director



  

 (Fold and detach along the perforated line)   

FirstName LastName 

Address1 

Address2 

Address3 
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Country 
 

To Vote Online: 

1. To vote online, please go to: vote.yeselections.com/MSPERS  
2. Enter your Election Code and Voting PIN (below) 
3. Follow the on-screen instructions 

To Vote by Mail: 

1. On the ballot below, fill in the bubble to the left of the candidate of your choice 

2. Tear the ballot at the perforated line and mail (no envelope necessary) 

3. All ballots must be received by YesElections by 5:00 pm on February 22, 2023 

To Vote by Phone: 

1. Call (877) 242-1206 

2. Follow the prompts to enter your Election Code and Voting PIN (below) 

 

c/o YesElections 

PO Box 448 

Mineola, NY 11501 

Retiree Representative  
Your vote is vital to ensure your interests are represented on the Public Employees’ Retirement System of 
Mississippi (PERS) Board of Trustees. 
  
Please cast your vote for one of the candidates listed on the ballot below to serve on the PERS Board of Trustees. 
  
All votes must be received by 5 p.m., February 22, 2023. 
  
For a replacement ballot or to ask a question, contact: help+mspers@yeselections.com or (866) 384-9978. 
 

Official Mail-in Ballot 
Mark your selection by completely filling in the circle as shown. 
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Retiree Representative  Vote for no more than one. 

   Thomas R. Bradberry, Sr.    James V. Bryant     George R. Dale 

   Dr. Charles E. Garrett, Jr.    Shirley J. Cox Gorden    Bonnie J. Granger 

   Belinda R. Havard    Ralph C. Kennedy    Bonnie C. Littleton-Jones 

   Wayne T. Myrick    Stephen M. Parnell    Henry Phillips 

   Will L. Russell    Roger W. Speed     Marion “Bo” L. Surrell 

   Diane White   

 ControlNumber 

Electronic Service Requested 

   Voting PIN  ✓ VotingPIN    Election Code  ✓ ElectionCode 

1/2



 

 (Fold and detach along the perforated 

line)   

 

BRM Placeholder 

Public Employees’ Retirement System of Mississippi – Candidates (all live in Mississippi) 

Thomas R. Bradberry, Sr., Madison .............. former MS State Board for Community and Junior Colleges associate 

executive director, retired 2008 

James V. Bryant, Corinth................................ former Corinth Fire Department deputy chief, retired 2021 

George R. Dale, Clinton .................................. former MS Department of Insurance commissioner, retired 2008 

Dr. Charles E. Garrett, Jr., New Albany ......... former New Albany School District superintendent, retired 2012 

Shirley J. Cox Gorden, Pearl ......................... former MS State Hospital institutional social worker, retired 2010 

Bonnie J. Granger, Ocean Springs ................ former Hattiesburg Public School District chief financial officer, retired 

2020 

Belinda R. Havard, Florence .......................... former MS State Department of Health program manager, retired 

2020  

Ralph C. Kennedy, Nesbit .............................. former University of Mississippi criminal justice instructor, retired 2018 

Bonnie C. Littleton-Jones, Mound Bayou ...... former Mound Bayou Public Schools instructor, testing coordinator, 

and support staff coordinator, retired 2001 

Wayne T. Myrick, Laurel ................................. former MS State Auditor’s Office senior accountant and auditor, 

retired 2004 

Stephen M. Parnell, Brandon ......................... former University of Mississippi Medical Center field support manager, 

retired 2021 

Henry Phillips, Cleveland ............................... former West Bolivar School District superintendent, retired 2014 

Will L. Russell, Madison ................................. former Jefferson Davis County School District superintendent, retired 

2020 

Roger W. Speed, Collins ................................. former Covington County sheriff, retired 2012 

Marion “Bo” L. Surrell, Grenada .................... former Grenada School District business manager, retired 2014 

Diane White, Laurel ........................................ former Ellisville State School vocational instructor, retired 2010 

 

Detailed biographies and candidate statements may be found at 

https://www.pers.ms.gov/Content/Board_Elections/Board_Election_Packet_Retiree_Representative.pdf 
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Thomas R. Bradberry, Sr.  Madison 

• Mississippi State University, Ed.D. 
• Delta State University, master’s 
• State Board for Community and Junior Colleges, associate executive director 
• East Mississippi Community College, athletic director and interim president 

My name is Randall Bradberry and I am interested in serving as a member of the PERS Board of Trustees. 
I have been involved in Education in the state of Mississippi for over fifty years as a coach, teacher, and 
administrator at the elementary, junior high, secondary and community college levels. I have been 
retired for the past 14 years after serving 11 years with the MS State Board of Community and Junior 
Colleges. My interest in this position is spurred by a desire to be involved in PERS policy decisions on 
behalf of system retirees like myself. 

 

James V. Bryant   Corinth 

• Itawamba Community College, paramedic certificate 
• Corinth Fire Department, deputy chief 
• National Registered paramedic 
• Certified Mississippi firefighter 
• Certified Mississippi paramedic and EMS driver 

My name is James Bryant from Corinth, and I am asking for your vote to be a Retiree Representative for 
you. I retired from Corinth Fire Department as Deputy Chief in March 2021. During my employment with 
the city, I held many responsibilities and roles that have prepared me to be a representative for PERS. I 
am not a politician but willing to do the hard work with common sense and honesty in all my decisions. I 
will carry out the rules and regulations of PERS because I want to see PERs continue to thrive for 
generations to come. 

 

George R. Dale    Clinton 

• Mississippi College, master’s  
• Mississippi Department of Insurance, commissioner 
• Moss Point High School; teacher, coach, and principal 
• Administrative Assistant to Governor Bill Waller 

I am completing my first term as a member of the PERS Board. It has been an honor to serve. During my 
term, I have not missed a board meeting. When I started on the Pers Board, we had a cash reserve of 
approximately 26.5 billion dollars. That amount has increased to around 36 billion dollars. This board 
has been very conservative with your retirement funds. I have championed the idea that retired 
teachers collect their pension, but be alllowed to work under contract with the public school system. I 
would appreciate your vote. George Dale 

 



Dr. Charles E. Garrett, Jr.  New Albany 

• Northern Arizona University, Ed.D. 
• New Albany School District, superintendent 
• Olive Branch High School, principal 
• Mississippi Association of School Administrators, Superintendent of the Year 

I am seventy years old and have been receiving PERS benefits for almost ten years. Like many other 
retirees, the more I age, the more I depend on my PERS benefits. This is true for retirees statewide, 
many in very economically, disadvantaged areas. I see my initial roll in three areas: 1. First, do all I can to 
participate in decisions that strengthen the retirement system. 2. Second, communicate to as many 
retirees as possible the information they need. 3. Third, listen to retirees and help them appropriately 
however I can. Charles E. Garrett Jr. 

 

Shirley J. Cox Gorden   Pearl  

• Tougaloo College, bachelor’s 
• Mississippi State Hospital, institutional social worker 
• Good Hope M.B. Church 
• Rankin County Branch NAACP, president 
• South Central Community Action Agency, former board member 

As a 2010 DMH/MSH retiree, I know firsthand what it means to be a recipient of benefits from our state 
retirement system. Considering the number of individuals who paid into and expect to reap benefit from 
the PERS system, the duties of retiree representative cannot be taken lightly. Qualities which make me 
an excellent candidate for election to the Board are: the ability to work effectively with persons from 
diverse backgrounds/experiences, a willingness to elevate others’ interests above my own, and a lifelong 
drive to learn and serve. Up to the task! Shirley Cox Gorden 

 

Bonnie J. Granger   Ocean Springs 

• Loyola University School of Law, Juris Doctorate 
• University of Southern Mississippi, master’s 
• Hattiesburg Public School District, chief financial officer 
• Certified Public Accountant 
• Attorney, Mississippi and Louisiana 

I have vast knowledge and experience in government finance. My career began with the State Auditor’s 
Office and transitioned into public school district finance, where I served three districts as Finance 
Director. I received my Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Accounting from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and my law degree from Loyola University. I am a licensed CPA and an attorney in 
Mississippi. My experience gives me an unparalleled advantage in understanding the PERS system. I 
strongly support maintaining both the health and member benefits of the PERS system for current and 
future retirees. Thank you for your support. 



 

Belinda R. Havard   Florence 

• Mississippi University for Women, master’s 
• Mississippi State Department of Health, program manager 
• Allied Health, director 
• Health and Wellness Center, director 
• Assistant professor/nurse manager 
• Active RN license 

As a retiree, I understand the need for effective policies that promote positive outcomes for those of us 
that are retired. The thirty-nine years of my employment provided a diversified background in 
healthcare and education. These positions afforded me the opportunity to write guidelines, policies and 
procedures as well as programs standards. Securing funding through granting writing, managing budgets 
and reporting to funding agencies were common duties. In one of my positions, I was responsible for 
organizing the board of trustee meetings; in addition to reporting thereto. I bring these skills and 
abilities to the PERS Board as the Retiree Representative. 

 

Ralph C. Kennedy   Nesbit 

• University of Memphis, master’s and bachelor’s 
• University of Mississippi, criminal justice instructor 
• Retired Secret Service agent 
• Extensive experience in investigating financial crimes 

As a retired Ole Miss criminal justice instructor and retired U. S. Secret Service special agent, I think I 
would bring a unique perspective to the Board of Trustees. If elected, I pledge to work steadfastly to 
protect and enhance the present and future economic well-being of members, pensioners, and 
beneficiaries. In addition, I pledge to serve the membership with the highest sense of integrity, ethical 
standards, and an unwavering commitment to financial competency in the oversight of PERS 
investments. I will also be an advocate for strengthening and maintaining a high level of “customer 
service” for the membership. 

 

Bonnie C. Littleton-Jones  Mound Bayou 

• Jackson State University, master’s 
• Mound Bayou Public Schools; instructor, testing coordinator, and support staff coordinator 
• Bolivar County Retired Education Personnel of Mississippi, president and board member 

I truly believe that the members of (REPM) should vote for me to represent them on the Trustee Board 
of (PERS) because I am the best person to hold this position and a God-sent instructor, Co-worker and 
have experience in making the right decision to make our money work for us. Therefore, since I am a 
retiree receiving an allotment for over 15 years, from PERS of MS I am the right one you need to be 
there to look out for All of you. I am most experience, Most qualified, most heart-desired to do my best. 



 

Wayne T. Myrick   Laurel 

• University of Mississippi, accounting degree 
• Jones County Junior College 
• State Auditor’s Office, senior accountant, auditor 
• Elected circuit clerk and chancery clerk 
• Army, Air Guard, veteran 

My friends: Having a great state, blessed with a Retirement System nationally ranked as one of the best; 
assets totaling over $36 billion, I will utilize my Accounting/Auditing/Finance knowledge to continue 
protection of assets and integrity of PERS. As an Accountant, I believe in conservative, wise management 
– keeping retirement funds fiscally sound and secure, so; PROMISED Retirement benefits you worked so-
hard-for, and-deserve, will always be there for your enjoyment. *Would seek state-paid retiree health 
insurance. I’ll do everything in my power to protect your COLA, 13th check. I need your Vote. Sincerely, 
Wayne Myrick 

 

Stephen M. Parnell   Brandon 

• Community College of the Air Force, information management 
• University of Mississippi Medical Center, field support manager 
• Air Force veteran 
• Tech Systems USA, Business Development director 
• Realtor 

I am a man of integrity, open minded, and live by the golden rule. I am a devoted father of three 
beautiful girls. My oldest Daughter is a state employee. I have had a successful 30-year career in 
Information Technology consisting of the United States Air Force, Baptist Hospital, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, and currently www.TechSystems.us. I have a dedicated interest in ensuring 
the health of our PERS system and will do everything in my power to bring value to the board and value 
to the retirees of the State of Mississippi! Thank you for your vote! Stephen Parnell 

 

Henry Phillips    Cleveland 

• Delta State University, Ed.S. 
• West Bolivar School District, superintendent 
• Cleveland School District, principal 
• DAAIS, Superintendent of the Year  
• Mississippi Association School Superintendents, executive board 

MY fellow retirees: I am seeking your support to become a member of PERS Board of Trustees. 
Mississippi has one of the BEST retirement systems in these United States. The vital oversight of OUR 
retirement system is the responsibility of the Board of Trustees. My priority as a board member and as a 
recipient will be to keep the system profitable and stable. The financial integrity of our system to remain 

http://www.techsystems.us/


fiscally sound so that benefit payments to current and future retirees are never in question. I solicit your 
vote to put a FRESH pair of eyes on your investment. 

 

Will L. Russell    Madison 

• University of Southern Mississippi, master’s 
• Jefferson Davis County School District, superintendent 
• County elected official 
• Community college, board member 
• Superintendent’s Association, board member 

I am expressing my interest in serving as a Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS) Board of Trustee 
to advocate for policies that will continue to ensure the integrity and financial stability of the Mississippi 
Retirement Institution. I am committed to protecting the legacy of the institution to assure that all 
members reap the wonderful and deserving financial benefits throughout their retirement life. 

 

Roger W. Speed   Collins 

• Jones College, associate’s 
• Mississippi State University, bachelor’s 
• Covington County, sheriff 
• Jefferson Davis County Sherriff’s Department, investigator 
• Cattle farmer 
• Insurance and securities license 
• Teacher 
• Baptist preacher 

My name is Roger W. Speed. I am a candidate for Pers retirement representative. I feel with my 
experience in Law Enforcement, Insurance and Securities License, teaching and lifelong cattle and 
farming that I will be able to bring my experiences to the table. If elected as a Board member of Pers of 
Mississippi I will represent your retirement interest to the best that I can. Sincerely, Roger W. Speed 

 

Marion “Bo” L. Surrell   Grenada 

• Millsaps College, bachelor’s 
• Grenada School District, business manager 
• State Auditor’s Office, three years 
• Mississippi Association of School Administrators, member 
• State and regional associations of school business officials, member 

 



After graduation from Millsaps College, I was employed by the Office of the State Auditor. After three 
years I accepted the Business Manager position for the Grenada School District. I continued in that 
position for the next twenty-seven years. I believe my financial background in both positions of 
employment has prepared me to serve on the Board of the Public Employees Retirement System in an 
effective manner. It would be my honor to serve as an advocate for all current and future retirees, and I 
believe that my financial experience and knowledge of the system allows me that opportunity. 

 

Diane White    Laurel 

• Jones Junior College, associate’s 
• Ellisville State School, vocational instructor 
• Bonded/licensed notary 
• Notary signing agent 
• Ridgeway Real Estate and Tax Service 
• Southern Baptist Association Disaster Relief, member 

I would be a great asset to the PERS of Mississippi Board because of my experience. I have over 13 years’ 
experience, working with PERS retirees as a license tax preparer. Through this career, I have worked 
with hundreds of PERS retirees to help understand, the importance of retirement income, PERS option 
factor, PERS lumpsum amounts, PERS beneficiary and insurance options after retirement. If selected for 
the board, I will be committed to understanding the changing needs of the retirees of Mississippi and 
will work hard with the board to help maintain a healthy fund for our state retirees. 
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